Sample Lessons Grade 10 Overview

Grade 10 Overview

Focus. Respecting the

Viewsand Bdliefs
of Others

This unit helps students to understand the importance of respecting the views and
beliefs of others. The lessons in this unit focus on the development of specific skills,
such as distinguishing between factual claims and opinions, and the ability to
listen respectfully to others, even when they are expressing opinions that are
different from your own. Lessons also examine the freedom of speech and
freedom of religion provisions of the Indiana Constitution and emphasize the idea
that citizens of a democracy must learn how to carry on civil discussions of
important issues.

Key | deas:

The opinions of each person should be respected whether or not oneisin
agreement with those ideas.

Whentherearedifferencesof opinion, itisimportant to respectfully disagree.
The civil discussion of differences of opinion isessential to ademocracy.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

Lessons:

pPwODNPE

treat others the way they would want to be treated.

respect themselves.

respect the rights of othersto have their own views and religious beliefs,
respect the Constitution of the State of Indiana.

Separating Fact and Opinion

Listening to Differing Opinions
Respecting the Views of Others
Respecting the Religious Beliefs of Others
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Culminating Activity:

Asaculminating project, studentsmight organizeaformal discussion or debate on atopic
of interest to studentsand membersof thelocal community. Studentsmight developtheir
ownformat for thisdiscussion or useaformat that has aready been developed, such as
the debate format used by Indiana Close Up. (Seethe Resources section of thisguide.)
Students might present thisdiscussioninthe classroom or demonstratetheir civic
discussion skillsfor other classesor the entire school inan assembly. Invitationsto attend
might be extended to parents and other community members.

Curriculum Connections:
Activitiesinthisunit will help studentsto attain academic standardsin:
Social Studies (Civics and United States Government)

Civic I deals and Practice - Students will:
Devel op acommitment to the civic values needed to functionrespongibly ina
democratic society.
*  explantherightsand responsibilitiesof acitizen.
* understand therelationship of rightsto each other and to other valuesand
interestsof society.
*  demondraterespect for differencesof opinion.
* cdlearlyaticulateviewsandinterests.

English/Language Arts (Grades 9-12) - Students will:

»  distinguish between objective and subjective presentations of information and
events.

»  work collaboratively to generateideas and solve problems.

*  expressand substantiatetheir ownideas.

*  participateinforma andinformal debates.
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Sample Lessons Grade 10 Lesson One

Grade 10 Lesson One

Separating Fact and
Opinion

This lesson helps students distinguish between factual claims, which can be
either verified or proven untrue, and statements of opinion and
emphasizes the importance of respect for the views and beliefs of others.

Curriculum Connections:
English/Language Artsand Socia Studies(Civicsand United States Government)
Key | deas:

»  Eachperson should berespected even when holding different viewsor opinions.
*  Whentherearedifferencesof opinion, itisimportant to respectfully disagree.
*  Thecivil discussion of differences of opinion isessential to ademocracy.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

*  treat others the way one would want to be treated.

*  respect themselves.

*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and religious beliefs.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

»  describethe difference between afactual statement or claim and an opinion.

» usethedefinitionsof factual claimsand opinionsto identify factual claimsand
opinionsin conversations.

* demonstrate appropriate ways of respectfully disagreeing with another’s
opinion.

143



I ntroductory Activity:

Ask studentsif they can separatefactsfrom opinions. Inorder tolearn to respect the
opinionsof others, itiscrucial that studentslearnto recognize statements of opinionsas
opposedtofactua claims. Usethefollowing asanintroductory exercisefor thisimportant
ill:

Fact or Opinion?

Definitions. Factual Claimscan be determined to betrue or fal se through examination of
data. Opinionsare subjective statementsthat cannot be determined to betrueor false.

Write Factual Claim after astatement that can be determined to betrueor false.
Write Opinion after asubjective statement.

Do not try to determine whether the statement is true or false, but only whether itisa
factual claim or an opinion.

Abraham Lincolnisthe greatest figurein Indiana history. (Opinion)

Indianaexportslargeamountsof agricultural products. (Factua Claim)

The Indiana State Fair is the best state fair in the Midwest. (Opinion)

Thefirst capital of the state of Indianawas Madison. (Factua Claim)

Gary isnortheast of Richmond. (Factual claim)

Purdue has a better sports program than either U or Notre Dame. (Opinion)

Lifein Indiana has never been better than today. (Opinion)

The most beautiful part of Indianais along the Ohio River. (Opinion)

Agricultureismoreimportant to Indiana than industry. (Opinion)

0. Indianaismorerural than urban. (Factua Claim)

1. TheNationa Road (U.S. 40) runs through the middle of Indiana.
(Factua Claim.)

12. Whenit comesto sportsin Indiana, basketball isking. (Opinion)

RBRoOo~NOOA~MODNE

Core Activities:

1. Discussanswerstotheintroductory quiz, clarifyingwhichitemsarefactual clamsand
whichareopinions.
2. Ask student to work with a partner to write three factual claims or statements
and three statements of opinion. Collect the statements and discuss them.
3. Have studentsrespond to the following scenarios:
a.  Twofriendsareinaheated argument. You recognizethat they arearguing over
afactud claim. What would you recommend to resolvethe argument?
b. Twofriendsarearguing over astatement of opinion. What doyou
recommend ?
4. Discusshow thesetwo situationsdiffer. Which argument iseasier toresolve? What
happenswhen factual claimsaretreated as statements of opinion? What happens
when statements of opinion aretreated asfactua clams?
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Sample Lessons Grade 10 Lesson One

Discussthefollowing statements. Inwhat Situations might they be hel pful ?

a.  “lunderstandthat isyour opinion, but | respectfully disagree.”

b. “I believethat youaresincereinyour opinion, but | still disagree.”

c. “Weredly don't haveto argueabout this. We canlook up theinformation and
Htleit.

d. “Irespectyour opinion, but herearethereasonsthat | disagree.”

It isimportant for students to understand that there are frequent differences of

opinion regarding important issues in ademocratic society like ours. Engage

studentsin thefollowing questions: Isadifference of opinion aways anegative

thing? When can adifference of opinion be helpful ? What conditions need to be

present for a difference of opinion to be constructive?

In groups of two, have students write their own scenarios, in which thereisa

difference of opinion, and develop the appropriate dialogue for a respectful

discussion. Haveteams model their compl eted scenariosand dialoguesfor theclass.

Additional ldeas:

1.

2.

3.

Examine letters to the editor in the local newspaper. Ask studentsto list opin-
ionsand factual claimsfound in theletters.
Research each of the factual claimsin the introductory quiz to determineif they

aretrueor false.
Composealetter totheeditor inregard to aloca issue. Theletter should contain at

least two factua claimsand two opinions.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Eva uate student scenariosand dia ogues on the basis of specific criteriathat have been
discussed with studentsin advance. For example: Istheissueindisputeclearly identified?
Do both parties have an opportunity to state their views? Do students show respect for
each other’sopinion?

Resources:

L oca newspapers
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Sample Lessons Grade 10 Lesson Two

Grade 10 Lesson Two

Listening to Differing
Opinions

This lesson focuses on a skill that is essential to civil discussion, the ability to listen
respectfully to others, even if you do not agree with their opinions.

Curriculum Connections;

English/LanguageArts, and Social Studies(Civics, United States
Government, and all classes where discussion strategies are used)

Key | dea:

»  Each person should be respected even when holding different views or opinions.
Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

» treat others the way they would want to be treated.

*  respect themselves.

*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and religious beliefs.

Objectives:

Studentswill:
» listen carefully to opinions stated by others.
»  respecttheright of othersto hold opinionsthat aredifferent fromtheir own.
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I ntroductory Activity:

Ask five students to come to the front of the room. Begin a discussion on some
current community issue. Thefive studentshave 30 secondsto sharetheir opinion onthis
topic. Theunusual thingisthat al five have been instructed to speak at once. Tell them
whento start and timethem. Afterwards, find out if anyone can remember the opinions
expressed by any of thestudents. Allow everyonein classto havethisexperienceby
breaking into small groupsof threeto five students. Everyonein each group has30
secondsto expressan opinionwith everyonetaking at once. After timehasbeen called,
debrief thegroup using thefollowing questions. What isthe problem here? Isthistheway
we sometimes attempt to communicate? Doesit work?

Core Activities:

1. Structureaclassdiscussoninwhichal may participate using the* Council” format.
Pick atopic of current interest in the school or community. Studentsshould sitinone
largecircle. A “talkingstick” isgiventothefirst ssudent whowishesto expressan
opinion. Guidelinesareto state honest opinionsin no morethan oneminuteand then
to passthetalking stick to the next person. No one may talk, interrupt, or contradict
unlessitishisor her turnto hold thestick. Thisrule should berigorously enforced.

2. Afterthe Council activity hasbeen completed, conduct agenera discussion about the
topicto hear any fina commentsand reach any general conclusions.

3. Debrief sudentsonthediscussionto examinehow hardit wasto listento differing
opinionsinthe Council format. Find out how studentsfelt about not being ableto
blurt out responsesto the opinionsbeing expressed. Ask thefollowing questions:
Wasit easy or hard to wait for thetalking stick? Did some opinions make you upset?
What did you do? Did thisformat promote better listening? How important isit to
listen carefully to the opinions of others beforewe respond?

4. Continuethesamediscussion or start discussing anew topic using thefollowing
guidelines: Whoever wantsto speak next in the discussion must briefly restate
the opinion of the previous speaker before proceeding. Debrief the class regard-
ing whether this guideline promoted more respect for the opinions of others.

Additional |deas;

1. Asaclass, visit ameeting of alocal governing body to learn how discussion of
issuesiscarried out and public participationisinsured. Students should take respon-
shility for preparing for thisexperience by writing to the leaders of the organi zation
and studying itsproceduresin advance.

2. Carry out an organized classroom discussion of specificissuesusing aprepared
format and background information. (See Resourcesbelow.)

148 Partners for Good Citizenship — Indiana Department of Education



Sample Lessons Grade 10 Lesson Two

Evaluation/Assessment:

Set up anew discussion on another day in which the students set up the ground rulesto
discussanissue. Evauate student participationin thediscussion onthebasisof the
fallowing:

1. Theconversationwascivil.

2. Everyonewho wished to speak had the opportunity to be heard.

3. Variousopinionswereexpressed.

4. Opposing viewswererespected.

Home Connections;

Invite parentsor other community membersto visit the class and describe the
guidelinesfor discussion of issuesin any organization to which they belong. Individua
students might attend a meeting of alocal organization to learn about the provisions
that are madeto insure civil public discussion.

Resources:

e The"Council” discussonformat may haveitsoriginin Native American discusson
practices, specificaly inthetraditionsof thelroquoisL eague, which permitted
representativestoits” Council of Fifty” to speak until they had completed their
thoughtswithout interruptions. (See: Sahr, David E. Social Education, “ Native
American Governmentsin Today’s Curriculum”. Washington, D.C.: Nationa Council
for the Social Studies, October, 1997, pp 309-315.)

Use of the“Council” format as ateaching strategy isreferenced in Evans, R.
and D. W. Saxe. Handbook on Teaching Social | ssues, NCSS Bulletin 93. Wash-
ington, D.C.: National Council for the Socia Studies, 1996, p. 86.

*  Thereareanumber of programsthat offer aspecific public discussion format and
background materials. They includelndiana Close Up, adiscussion of issues
related to the Indiana Congtitution, sponsored by the IndianaHistorical Bureau, 140
North Senate Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana46204.
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Sample Lessons Grade 10 Lesson Three

Grade10Lesson Three

Respecting the Views of
Others

This lesson helps students to understand that respect for the views and beliefs of
others is an important part of our democracy. When viewpoints differ, effective
citizens engage in civil discussion.

Curriculum Connections:

English/Language Artsand Socia Studies(Civics, IndianaStudies, United States
Government)

Key | deas:

*  Theopinions of each person should be respected whether or not oneisin
agreement with those ideas.
*  Public debate and discussion areimportant partsof the American tradition.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

» treat others the way they would want to be treated.

*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and religious beliefs.
*  respect the Constitution of the State of Indiana.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

*  describethe support found in the Indiana Constitution for each individual’s right
to freedom of thought and opinion.

» demonstrate respect for the views and opinions of others.

*  practice conversation skillsthat contribute to civil discussion.
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I ntroductory Activity:

Ask studentsif they ever really got upset after listening to someone’s opinion. Did
they argue with the person?What happened? Write on the board or the overhead the
following section of the Constitution of the Sate of Indiana (1851).

Article 1, Section 9. [Right to freethought, speech, writing and printing;
Abuseof right]. Nolaw shall be passed, restraining thefreeinterchange
of thought and opinion, or restricting theright to speak, write, or print,
freely, onany subject whatever: but for the abuse of that right, every
person shall beresponsible.

Discusswhat thissection meansfor opinionsdifferent from our own.

Core Activities:

1.

2.

Ask studentswhy peoplebecomeinvolvedindiscussionsand argumentsat al. Why
dothey engageindiscusson?Dothey liketo argue? Why?
Three purposesfor expressing opinionsare: a) to persuade; b) to expressfedlings,
and c) to clarify pointsof view. Ask studentsfor examples of each from conversa-
tionsthey have had recently:
a.  Persuading and winning - for peoplewho want to convince other people about
their point of view.
b. Expressingfedings- for peoplewho want asympathetic audienceor just need
to get somethings* off their chest.”
c. Clarifying of opposing pointsof view and problem-solving - for peopletryingto
clarify and solveaproblem.
Ask which of three purposesfitsthefollowing conversation:
Joe: You know, Bill, there’ sno better football team than the
Chicago Bears.
Bill: Coming fromthe Chicago area, | can seehow you' dfed
that way, Joe. But thereare alot of good teams.
Joe: Well, everybody | know iscrazy about “daBears.” They
arejust great! Playing outdoorsat Soldier Field. . . that'sreal
footba ! It takesastrong team. You don't really think Indiana
has anything to compareto that, do you?
Bill: Joe, | guessyou’ vejust never had the opportunity to see
someof our Indianateamsplay. Comevidt Indiananextfall,
and I’ 1l takeyouto somegreat footbal | games.
AsK students, in groupsof threeto four, to write short conversationsillustrating each
of thethree purposes stated above. Then read the conversationsto the classto seeif
they canidentify itspurpose. Morethan one purposeispossible.
Discuss which of the three purposesis most important in maintaining a democ-
racy. Why?Isrespect for different viewpointsessential for ademocratic system?
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Sample Lessons Grade 10 Lesson Three

6.

I ntroduce studentsto strategiesfor carrying on acivil discussion, with another

individual or inagroup, wherethere are opposing pointsof view and aneed for

problem-solving. Such strategiesinclude:

a.  Listening carefully and courteoudy to another person’spoint of view;

b. Staingtheissueorissuesinthediscussion clearly andidentifying pointsof
agreement and disagreement;

c. Ligtingissuesthat individuasor membersof agroup agreeto discuss,

d. Agreeingtodisagreeon sometopicswhen no agreement ispossibleinorder to
take up another issue or topic;

e. Réflectingonthequdity of thediscussonin order toimprovediscussion skills.

Have studentswork in groups of three or four to devel op adiscussion on aspecific

issueusing thecivil discussion skillsthat have beenintroduced. Studentscanthen

present the discussion to the classin theformat of their choice, such asapane

discussion, aplay, amusical, or agraphic presentation.

Additional | deas:

1.

Help students organize a classroom discussion on an issue of concern in the
local community. Students should use local hews media and resource persons to
research thevariouspositionson thisissue, so that they may be presentedinthe
discussion.

Research examplesin American history of individualswho represented or
expressed unpopular viewpoints. What means did these individual s use to make
their perspectives heard? What provisions of the United States Constitution
relate to these cases? What importance do they havein the present?

Evaluation/Assessment:

1.

Ask studentsto explain, in oral or written form, what the Indiana Constitution
says about freedom of speech and how that provision appliesto individual
thoughts and opinions.

Evaluate student group conversations on the basis of how well they reflect the
three categories: persuading, expressing feelings, and clarifying opposing points
of view.

Evaluate student group presentations on the basis of how well they demonstrate
civil discussion skills.
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Home Connections:;

1. Inviteamember of thelocal judiciary, aloca newspaper editor, or other membersof
thenewsmediato visit the classand discussthe Freedom of Speech provision of the
IndianaCondtitution.

2. Athome, studentsmight listentotheloca newsonradio or television and write down
examplesof persuading, expressing fedings, and clarifying pointsof view.

Resources:

*  Singleton, Laurel and Giese, James. “ Preparing Citizensto Participatein Demo-
cratic Discourse.” In Handbook on Teaching Social Issues. NCSSBulletin 93.
Washington, D. C: National Council for the Socia Studies, 1996, pp 59-65.

*  The Declaration of Independence, The Constitution of the United Sates of
America, and The Constitution of the State of Indiana. Published by the Office
of the Attorney General, 402 West Washington Street, Fifth Floor, Indianapalis,
Indiana46204.
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Sample Lessons Grade 10 Lesson Four

Grade 10 Lesson Four

Respecting the Religious
Beliefsof Others

This lesson introduces students to provisions of the Indiana Constitution that relate
to freedom of religion.

Curriculum Connections:
Social Studies (Civics, United States Government, Indiana Studies, Law Education)
Key | deas:

*  Thelndiana Constitution upholds the right to religious freedom.
* Rdigiousdifferences should be respected.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

» treat otherstheway they would liketo betreated.

*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and religious beliefs.
*  respect the Constitution of the State of Indiana.

Objectives:
Studentswill:
*  beableto describe the protections for freedom of religion found in the Indiana
Constitution.
*  beabletoapply thecongtitutiona provisionsfor freedom of religiontored-life
gtuations,
I ntroductory Activity:

Ask studentsif they know what kind of religious freedoms they have. Freedom of
speech is protected by the Indiana Constitution. |sfreedom of religion also
protected? In what ways?

Have studentsread the handout entitled, “ Freedom of Religioninthelndiana
Constitution.” Thiscan be donesilently or oraly.
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Core Activities:

1. Review thefreedom of religion provisionsfrom the handout with students
to make sure that every student has a basic understanding of each provision.
Clarify any questionsthat students may have.

2. Introducethefollowing hypothetica situationsor scenariosthat rai se questionsabout
religiousfreedom. Have studentsdeterminewhich section of Articlel of thelndiana
Congtitution appliesto each scenario. Based on the Constitution, how would each of
these situationsberesolved?

SCENARIO ONE: Amish peopleinan Indianacommunity use horsesand buggies
ontheroadsfor trangportation. Thisisdueto an aspect of their religiousbeliefs.
Other membersof thecommunity complain that the buggiessow down trafficand
createahazard. They say that the Amish people should drivecarslike everyone
else. What doestheIndiana Constitution haveto say about thissituation?

SCENARIO TWO: A potential witnessin acourt case belongsto areligiousgroup
that isvery different from other religionsinthecommunity. Lawyersarguethat the
person’s*unusua” beliefsshould disquaify him asawitness. Inview of thefreedom
of religion provisionsof the IndianaConstitution, what should thejudge decide?

3. After discussion of the scenariosabove, have studentswork in pairsto writetheir
own scenariosthat deal with questionsrelated to freedom of religion. Studentsthen
present their scenariosto the class and explain which of thefreedom of religion
provisonsof thelndianaConstitutionisapplicable.

4. TheConstitution of the Sate of Indiana establishesthe structure and limits of state
government and guarantees certain rightsto people. Thismeansthat neither the
government nor individuasmay violatetherightsof others. Ask studentsto consider
what thismeansintermsof our individua conduct and behavior toward others. How
canwe show respect for therights of othersto havetheir ownviewsand religious
beliefsin our day-to-day behavior? How would each of uswant to betreated?

Additional | deas:

1. Comparethe statementsin the Indiana Constitution on religion with those in the
United States Constitution. How arethey similar? How are they different?

2. Read past issues of daily newspapersfor real-life situationsinvolving freedom of
religionin Indiana. What questions and issues did the articles describe? How
does the Indiana Constitution relate to each article?

Evaluation/Assessment:
Students should be able to summarize each of the freedom of religion provisions of

thelndianaConstitutionintheir ownwords. Student scenarios should beeva uated
onthebasisof sudents' ability toidentify applicable provisions.
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Sample Lessons Grade 10 Lesson Four

Home Connections:;

At home, studentsmight view local and national tel evision newsprogramsover

aperiod of several weeks. If there are news stories relating to religious freedom,
students might want to share the information with the class or discuss the stories with
theirfamilies

Resources:

*  Handout: “Freedom of ReligioninthelndianaCongtitution,” The Constitution of the
Sate of Indiana (1851).

*  The Declaration of Independence, The Constitution of the United States of
America and The Constitution of the Sate of Indiana. Published by the Office of
thelndiana. Attorney General, 402 West Washington Street, Fifth Floor, Indianapo-
lis, Indiana46204.
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Freedom of Religion in the Indiana Constitution
Constitution of the State of Indiana (1851)

ARTICLE1

Section 2. [Natural right]. All people shall be secured in the natural right to worship
ALMIGHTY GOD, according to the dictates of their own consciences. [Amended
November 6, 1984].

Section 3. [Freedom of religious opinions and rights of conscience]. No law
shall, in any case whatever, control the free exercise and enjoyment of religious
opinions, or interfere with the rights of conscience.

Section 4. [Freedom of religion]. No preference shall begiven, by law, to any creed,
religious society, or mode of worship; and no person shall be compelled to attend,
erect, or support, any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry, against his
consent. [Amended November 6, 1984].

Section 5. [Religioustest for office]. Noreligioustest shall berequired asa
qudificationfor any officeof trust or profit.

Section 6. [Public money for benefit of religious or theological institutions]. No
money shal bedrawn from thetreasury, for the benefit of any religiousor theol ogical
institution.

Section 7. [Witnesscompetent regar dless of religiousopinions]. No person shall be
rendered incompetent asawitness, in consequence of hisopinionson mattersof religion.

Section 8.[Oath, or affirmation, administration]. Themode of administering an oath
or affirmation, shall be such asmay bemost cons stent with, and binding upon, the
conscience of the person, to whom such oath or affirmation may be administered.
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